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October 25, 1851

ACTION BY PSYCHOLOGICAL STRATEGY BOARD RELATIVE TQ
PROBLEN OF CARING FOR REFUGESS FROM IRON CURTALN
| COUNTRIES, '

TR ————————

A meeting ef the Psychwlegical Strategy Beard was hald ep October
25, 1951, All members ef the Baard (General Smith, Director &f Central
Intelligence Agency, Chairmanj Under Secretary of State Webbj Deputy
Secretary of Defenss Foster) and the Director (Gorden Gray) were present,

Among ether tepiles, the Board discussed the existing situatien,
especially in Burepe, with reference tn persens escaping from the Soviet
Unlon or Sovietedominated areas inte territery not subject to Seviet
coentrols It was pointed out that the manner in which such eseapees

«uere vaken care ef in the areas te which they escaped had a very impep-

tant bearing upon future defection, ypon potential guerillas now resident
in Iren Curtaln countries, and upon the reCepTISN_given to iree world

prop addressed i s in those countriese The current termina-
tien by I.R«0s of its eperations would greatly increase the problem of

taking ecare of a continuing stream of refugees& and\it was most desirable
that a new program or prggrams be develeped to care such_refucces
in a manner which would have the maximum ¢ psychojogleal effect,

It was painted out that guch a new program or programs would require

" major financing, Doubt was expressed as te the extent te which any funds

might be available for such purpose under that clause in Sece 101 (3) of
the Mutual Security Act of 1951 by which the President is authorized,
upon certain determinatiens by him, te invade to an amount net exceeding
$100,000,008 the military assistance funds thereby provided for the
oerganization of selccted persons residing in, or escapees from, the
Seviet Unicn er Ssviet=dominated territory inte military elements supportm
ing NATQ er for other purposes, It was pointed out that the moneys
appropriated under the Act for both military and economic assistance
were censiderably less than originally requested by the Administratisng
that the military asslstance funds were burdened with the heavy cests

of NATO infrastructure, not planned for in the original requestsy and
that it might be necessary to exercise in full the President's right te
switch up te 18% of the diminished military assistance funds to the
economic category,

Reference was made to the number of agencies which had already
indicated an ipterest in the refugeeedefector subject and to the
possibility that other agerncies might have suggestions as te programs
_and financing, T ' S

In view of the importance to'psychelegical, strategic, and eperatisnal
planning, and to obtaining Intelligence necessary thereto, of arranging
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for the care of escapees from the Iren Curtain countries and of develop-
ing a program or programs therefor, and methods of financing the same,

i ]-.Hiih-mm confusion and waste time, the Board approved the follewing
aetions: '

(1) That the Psychelogical Strategy Board call a joint
meeting of all agencies concerned with the problem of defige
tors, refugees and potential guerrillas now resident in the )
Iron Curtain countries for the purpose of considering what, ... 7 -
if any, concrete projects and programs might be undertaken Jj', s~
by the United States Government with respect to such defecq-yf
tors, refugees and potential guerrillas if funds therefor
were available,

/

(2) That the Psychological Strategy Board provide a
steering member to a panel which is directed (a) to consider
what, if any, projects and programs of the foregoing character
might further national strategic objectives; (b) to monitor-
the develepment of specific projects and programs that meet,
this requirement; (c¢) to coordinate any such project or program
with national strategic objectives; and (d) to consider all
possible sources for the financing thereef,

(3) 1In the event that the studies contemplated under
(2) above should indicate that certain specific programs and
projects having merit cannot be financed without recourse te
section 161 (a) of the Mutual Security Act of 1951, that the
Psychological Strategy Board or such of its constituent agencies
‘as may be primarily involved submit such projects and programs
for the consideration of the Director of Mutual Seeuritye
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